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VIII, attaching the penalty of treason to any one who should leave the
Kingdom without the royal consent and ask or receive assistance from the
Pope.    Mr Hart, with his usual ability, dealt with this objection too, so
that the presiding judge, who seems to have been a very judicial-minded
lawyer, frankly remarked:  u Hart, I acknowledge that your intention was
by no means evil, and I even admit that your desire to acquire learning
and virtue was a laudable one; but as you know, in the time of Henry VIII,
it was decreed that if any one should leave the realm without his Sovereign's
permission, he should be accounted guilty of treason."   This declaration
of the state of the law on the subject was, of course, accepted by the jury,
but the verdict of guilty, which at once followed his Lordship's charge,
caused deep murmurings of dissatisfaction in court.   The North, with its
considerable Catholic population at that time, and remoteness from the
immediate power of the Government, was always far less inclined to
acquiesce in Court verdicts and proceedings  for religion than the more
Protestant, and by now, well-drilled South.    The six days that passed
between sentence of death and execution, were chiefly spent by Mr Hart
in devotion and writing letters of exhortation to his friends, and the Catholics
of the district, generally, urging them " to stand in that faith which Christ
planted, the Apostles preached, the martyrs confirmed, the whole world
approved and embraced; stand firm in that faith which, as it is the oldest,
is also the truest and most sure, and which is in most harmony with the
holy scriptures and all antiquity/'    The good people of York who had
murmured against the sentence as unjust, showed their appreciation of the
martyr by thronging round the gallows on the day of the execution (i$th
March, 1583), and refusing to allow the hideous butchery of the quartering,
etc,, to take place till after the death by hanging had supervened.   This
was all the more remarkable, as orders had been given that no one was to
approach within forty feet of the condemned and the executioners, but
the crowd broke through all barriers, and not only prevented the more
horrible parts of the sentence from being carried out, as described, but
also bore away many relics of the holy man, such as pieces of his clothing,
and even portions of his body and blood!   These precious souvenirs have
unfortunately long since been lost, but the profound impression caused
by his death in Rome, Rheims, and on the Continent generally, at the time,
has come down to his spiritual descendants as a cherished legacy of holiness,
zeal, and constancy.
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